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Executive Summary 

 
 
On behalf of the European Tyre and Rubber Manufacturers’ Association (ETRMA) Lizeo 
Group, an independent Global Information Technology company focused on managing and 
adding value to Big Data for the Tyre Industry, conducted a first study in 20181 on the evolution 
of the European tyre market with regards to the performances indicated on the tyre label 
introduced in 2012.  
 
This updated report uses 2023 market data to assess the impact of the introduction in 2021 of 
the EU Regulation 2020/740 in place of the EU Regulation 1222/2009. This new Regulation 
simplifies the labeling system and revises the performance criteria. It includes new classes (A 
to E) for fuel efficiency and wet grip, and specific noise levels, making it easier for consumers 
to make informed choices. 
 
The study looks at the combination of Rolling Resistance and Wet Grip classes and their 
evolution.  It applies a methodology to a million labels collected across the 28 EU Member 
States between 2012-2023 and looked at the evolution of the presence of different label 
grades combinations on the European market. In addition, data from EFTA countries such as 
Switzerland, and Norway were included.  
 
The collected labels are classified into Passenger Car tyres (C1), Light Truck and Bus/Van 
tyres (C2) and Heavy Truck and Bus Tyres (C3). Within these categories, tyres are divided 
into Budget, Mid and Premium brands. 
 

Evolution of the European tyre label 
 
ETRMA has supported the tyre label since its inception in 2009 and has engaged in its 
implementation since 2012. The tyre label was originally introduced to support competition 
and differentiate products based on performance, providing consumers with the opportunity to 
make informed decisions. 
 
The current European Tyre Label Regulation (2020/740) consists of three performance 
indicators: 
 
• Rolling resistance: this performance depends on the ability of the tyre to improve the 

vehicle’s fuel efficiency and lower its CO2 emissions. 
• Wet grip: tyres with a shorter braking distance on wet roads are awarded a better wet grip 

class. This performance is a safety indicator. 
• Noise: external vehicle road noise levels with a value expressed in decibels. 
 
In addition to these indicators, two performances are shown: 
• Snow grip: A tyre which satisfies a minimum snow grip performance shall be classified as 

tyre for use in severe snow conditions and the “three-peak mountain snowflake symbol” 
(the so called “3PMSF”) shall be included in the label. 

• Ice grip: A tyre which satisfies a minimum ice grip performance shall be classified as ice 
grip tyre and the “Ice Grip symbol” (a symbol showing an ice stalagmite) shall be included 
on the label. 

 

 
1 Results are provided on the basis of aggregated data subject to updating and non-modification. All graphs and 

data are property of Lizeo Group 
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Key findings of the analysis 
 

► Between 2013 and 2023, the Budget products segment increased year on year. 
 

Tier Segment Share 

Brands Tier  

C1 products 

 

 

C2 products 

 

C3 products 

2013 2019 2023 2013 2019 2023 2013 2019 2023 
Budget  

43.2% 

 

 

55.3% 

 

56.4% 

 

52.3% 

 

67.0% 

 

70,7% 

 

22.5% 

 

42.9% 

 

43.2% 

Medium  

25.5% 

 

 

20.2% 

 

 

19.3% 

 

24.8% 

 

18.2% 

 

17.4% 

 

27.8% 

 

24.9% 

 

26.4% 

Premium  

31.3% 

 

 

24.5% 

 

24.3% 

 

22.9% 

 

14.2% 

 

11.9% 

 

49.7% 

 

32.2% 

 

30.4% 

 

► In 2023, the most common tyre label within the three categories of tyre was “D” for Rolling 
Resistance and “C” for Wet Grip. 
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► Most efforts on improving fuel efficiency and wet grip performance were carried out 
by Premium brands in all segments. 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

► Taking into consideration both Energy efficiency and Wet Grip performance, the rate of 
A/A, A/B, B/A and B/B (RR/Wet) remains low (<10% for all categories).   

► Energy efficiency is progressing for C1, C2, C3 but the rate of A and B tyres in Rolling 
Resistance (RR) remains limited in 2023: 
 

 

Rate of A and B tyres in Rolling Resistance (RR) 
 

Products C1  C2  C3  

 

2020 

 

 

<6% 

 

<3% 

 

<7% 

 

2023 

 

 

<10% 

 

<5% 

 

<15% 

 

► Since the tyre labelling has been introduced in 2012, for all categories, the rate of A tyres 
on noise performance appears very stable year after year. 
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What has changed since the 2018 report? 
 

► Methodology  
 
• No change in the method to get label values for each category. 

 
• Direct year on year comparisons need to be made carefully because the rating scale 

changed in 2021. 
 
• The label scale of the study is based on the Regulation (EU) 2020/740. 
 
• All Regulation (EU)1222/2009 label values have been rescaled. 
 
• Rolling Resistance, Wet Grip and Noise label values are analysed on all the periods. 
 

►  Scope 
 
• Regulation (EU) 2020/740 includes 3PMSF” symbol (i.e. “three-peak mountain snowflake 

symbol”) and the “Ice Grip symbol”. 
 

► Label values evolution 
 
• Regulation (EU) 2020/740 includes 3PMSF” symbol (i.e. “three-peak mountain snowflake 

symbol”) and the “Ice Grip symbol”. Most popular value for Rolling Resistance and Wet 
Grip remains the same D – C. 
 

• Higher shares of A/B classes especially for C1 and C2 products. The share for Premium 
brands of A/B classes significantly above the average: 

 
• C1: 21.1% of the Label values in 2023 
• C2: 21.9% of the Label values in 2023 
• C3: 11.4% of the Label values in 2023 

 
• Noise “A” ratings are rare (<10%) and largely unchanged. 
 
 

Conclusions 
 
Budget brands, which continue to represent the most popular and fastest-growing segment of 
the market, lag significantly in achieving high-performance labels. This limits a clearer market 
transformation towards improved tyre performances, even though both fuel consumption 
(Rolling Resistance) and Wet Grip have shown positive trends, particularly among premium 
and mid-tier brands. 
 
Despite this progress, the study indicates that the current tyre labelling scheme for C1, C2 and 
C3 tyres remains relevant as a framework to assess performance, but its impact on market 
transformation appears limited, as budget tyres with lower-performing labels continue to 
dominate the market.  
 
Consumer support measures are necessary in order to incentivise the market uptake 
of best performing tyres. 
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Criteria for the study 
 
More than 1 000 000 label data collected by Lizeo have been analysed. The key criterion 
followed for the study is that both fuel consumption label and wet grip label have been 
analysed jointly.  
 
From 2012 to 2020, the label data is based on the Regulation (EC) 1222/2009. In 2021, the 
introduction of tyres having label values based on the Regulation (EU) 2020/740 starts. From 
2021 to 2023, we see a clear transition from between the 2 regulations on the products visible 
on the market.  
 
It is also important to mention that the new regulation is also including 2 new type of label 
attributes with the so called “3PMSF” symbol (i.e. “three-peak mountain snowflake symbol”) 
and the “Ice Grip symbol” (a symbol showing an ice stalagmite, named ICE symbol from now 
on). 
 
As we wanted to analyse the Label data seen by consumers, we have collected from dealers’ 
websites and for each tyre i.e. each Stock Keeping Unit (SKU) of each brand we have selected 
Most Observed values (MOBS) label data for each tyre2. 
 
Due to the change of scale of values in the 2 regulations, we have applied the following 
transformation on the data: 
 
 

                                   
 
Lizeo brand segmentation used, for the study, is based on: 
 

• Technical criteria: OE homologations, technologies available (Runflat, EV,…); 
 

• Market criteria: Car park coverage, range of dimensions; 
 

• Support to customer criteria: EU support/country support level, information localisation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2 MOBS label data: from the data we collect every day, we count the number of label data per certified tyre. The 

MOBS value is label data with the highest number of occurrences. 
Note: A tyre is defined by a brand, a pattern and a dimension 
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Brands included in the study 
 
The number of brands and the share of label data for C1 (Passenger Car tyres), C2 (Light 
Truck and Bus Tyres) and C3 (Heavy Truck & Bus Tyres) tyre classes is shown below: 
 
 
  

  C1 (Passenger Cars) 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
In 2023, the 264 Budget brands represent 56,4% of the label data included in the study. In 
average, the number of label data visible per Brand is:  
 

• Premium brands: 4 033 
 

• Mid Brands: 1281 
 

• Budget Brands: 212 
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 C2 (Light Trucks) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
In C2 category, the share of label data for the 186 Budget brands is 70,7%. In average, the 
number of label data visible per Brand: 
 

• Premium brands: 199 
 

• Mid Brands: 115 
 

• Budget Brands: 38 
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C3 (Heavy Trucks & Bus) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The C3 category also includes more label data for Budget brands. In average, the number of 
label data visible per Brand: 
 

• Premium brands: 246 
 

• Mid Brands: 80 
 

• Budget Brands: 28 
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The data set for the label data is composed as follows: 
 

 

 
 

 

A clearly visible element from the table is how the budget segment increased until 2020, with 
a rate much higher than Premium/Mid brands. 
 

    

 
 
   
 
The analysis of the number of Label data shows a clear market transformation to the 
Regulation (EU) 2020/740. 
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Analysis 
 
As an update to the study published in 2021, the analysis is performed looking at both 
performances together: Fuel Consumption (Rolling Resistance) and Wet Grip. 
 
To see the evolution, we are comparing the label data in 2017, 2020 (publication of the new 
regulation) and 2023 for C1 (Passenger Cars), C2 (Light Trucks) and C3 (Heavy Trucks & 
Bus) categories. 

 

C1 (Passenger Cars) 
 

The market in 2017 
 
The most popular car tyre label in 2017 was “D” for Fuel Consumption and “C” for Wet Grip (*). 

 

 
 

The market in 2020 
 
The most popular car tyre label in 2020 is still “D” for Fuel Consumption and “C” for Wet Grip; 
but we can also observe more Label data for the “A”, “B” or “C” values and less for “D” and 
“E”. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
(*) As a reminder, we have applied a data transformation to compare Regulation (EC) 1222/2009 and Regulation (EU) 2020/740. 
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The Label data values EU Regulation 1222/2009 is E for Rolling Resistance and C for Wet Grip. 

The market in 2023  
 
In 2023, Label data for Fuel Consumption between “C” and “D” and “B” and “C” for Wet Grip 
represents more than 60% of the market. 
 

 

 
  
The full analysis is even more clear: Passenger Car tyres equal “B-B” or better are 2.2 % of 
the market in 2017 and are representing in 2023 7.7% 
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Another way to visualise the market transformation: 2023 vs 2017. In the graph below it 
appears that in the period shown the market is improving Rolling Resistance and Wet Grip at 
the same time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Looking at 80% of market values per Brands Tier in 2023 is indeed showing how premium 
brands have improved the tyres with label data for a “A” and “B” values to reach more than 
20%, while the medium brands offer 5% and Budget less than 3%. 
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Evolution of the share of tyres with 3PMSF and ICE symbols 

 
The share of label data for tyres with 3PMSF symbol is 23.8% in 2023. Within them, only 3% 
are declared tyres with ICE symbol. 
 
 

 
 
 

Evolution of Rolling Resistance label data 
 

 
 

The increase of the share of the “C”, “B” and “A” values shows a trend of improvement for the 
Rolling Resistance, but the “D” and “E” values are still counting for 49% in 2023. 
 

Evolution of Wet Grip label data 
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The Wet Grip performance has continued to increase during the period with an increase of the 
share of “A” and “B” values. The percentage of “D” and “E” values for Wet Grip in 2023 is less 
than 13%. 
 
 

Evolution of Noise label data 
 

 
 
 
Since the tyre labelling has been introduced in 2012, we can observe that the share of “A” 
values is stable and below 10%., showing no pull from the consumers. 
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C2 (Light Trucks) 

 

The market in 2017 
 

The most popular car tyre label in 2017 was “D” for Fuel Consumption and “C” for Wet Grip (*). 
 

 
 

The market in 2020 
 
The most popular car tyre label in 2020 is still “D” for Fuel Consumption and “C” for Wet Grip. 
 

 
 

The market in 2023  
 

In 2023, the most popular label data for Fuel Consumption remains “D” and “C” for Wet Grip; 
but we can observe a trend of increasing number of “B” and “C” data for Rolling Resistance 
and “A” and “B” values for Wet Grip. 

 

 
 

 
 
(*) As a reminder, we have applied a data transformation to compare Regulation (EC) 1222/2009 and Regulation 
(EU) 2020/740. The Label data values EU Regulation 1222/2009 is E for Rolling Resistance and C for Wet Grip. 
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The full analysis is even more clear: van tyres equal “B-B” or better are 1.6 % of the market 
in 2017 and are representing, in 2023, 3.3%. 
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Another way to visualise the market transformation: 2023 vs 
2017. In the graph below it appears that in the period shown 
the market is improving Rolling resistance and Wet Grip at 
the same time. 
 

 
 
Looking at the market values per Brands Tier in 2023 is 
indeed showing how premium brands have improved the 
tyres with label data for a “A” and “B” values to reach 21.9%, 
while the medium brands offer 1.7% and Budget less than 
0.6%. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Evolution of Rolling Resistance label data 
 

 
 
The increase of the share of the “C values, shows a trend of improvement for the Rolling 
Resistance, but the “D” and “E” values are still counting for 55% of the total in 2023. 
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Evolution of Wet Grip label data 
 

 
 
The Wet Grip performance has continued to increase during the period with a share of “A” 
and “B” values reaching almost 50% in 2023. The percentage of “D” and “E” values for Wet 
Grip in 2023 is less than 10%. 
 

Evolution of Noise label data 
 

 
 
Since the tyre labelling has been introduced in 2012, we can observe that the share of “A” 
values is stable and less than 10%. 
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C3 (Heavy Trucks & Bus) 

 

The market in 2017 
 

The most popular car tyre label in 2017 was “D” for Fuel Consumption and “C” for Wet 
Grip (*). 
 

 
 
The market in 2020 
 

The most popular car tyre label in 2020 is still “D” for Fuel Consumption and “C” for Wet Grip 
and the share of the total market is very close to 2017. 
 

 
 

The market in 2023  
 
In 2023, the most popular label data for Fuel Consumption remains again “D” and “C” for 
Wet Grip. The market transformation seems to be slower for C3 than other categories. 
 

 

(*) As a reminder, we have applied a data transformation to compare Regulation (EC) 1222/2009 and Regulation 

(EU) 2020/740. The Label data values EU Regulation 1222/2009 is E for Rolling Resistance and C for Wet Grip. 
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The full analysis is even more clear: truck tyres equal “B-B” or better are 3.0 % of the market 
in 2017 and are representing in 2023 5.3% 
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Another way to visualise the market transformation: 2023 vs 
2017. In the graph below it appears that in the period show the 
market is improving Rolling resistance and Wet Grip at the same 
time. 
 

 
 
Looking at the market values per Brands Tier in 2023 is indeed 
showing how premium brands have improved the tyres with 
label data for a “A” and “B” values to reach more than 11.43%, 
while the medium brands offer 3.98% and Budget 1.44%. 
 
 

Evolution of Rolling Resistance label data 
 

 

 
 
The label data for Rolling Resistance does not show major improvement on the last 5 years 
(2018 – 2023) due to the weight of Budget brands while Premium and Medium brands 
improved. 
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Evolution of Wet Grip label data 
 

 
 
 
The Wet Grip label data shows a stable share of values from 2018 to 2023, due to the 
weight of Budget brands while Premium and Medium brands improved. 
 

Evolution of Noise label data 
 

 
 
The Noise label data show a 6.8% growth of the share of “A” values between 2018 and 
2023. The share of “C” values is around 20% in 2023, mainly linked to old tyres labelled 
according to (EC) 1222/2009 and Budget brands. 
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